Designing a Research Poster for the
Humanities/Social Sciences

Elizabeth Tobey, Spring 2015,

Maryland Center for Undergraduate
Research, 2100D McKeldin Library,
ugresearch@umd.edu

www.ugresearch.umd.edu
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* This information session geared towards students
participating in Undergraduate Research Day in late April

* Poster traditional to STEM fields but some humanities’
conferences have adopted it

Purpose of the research poster:
» Visual prop for talking to visitors at conference
e Stand-in for when you are not there

What skills do you use in making a research poster?
* Presentation of ideas visually
* Public speaking
* Summarizing complex topic concisely
* Will use these skills again-and-again academically
and professionally

Undergraduate Research Day 2014, photo courtesy Thai Nguyen
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* Good design is important to attract attention

e Colin Purrington says that it takes only five
seconds for someone to decide whether to read
your poster

* Don’t leave planning and design of your poster to
the last minute—plan ahead!

Undergraduate Research Day 2014, photo courtesy Thai Nguyen
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Labor and Trade in Elite Roman Society:
Recording a Connection to Commerce for Posterity

Faculty Advisors: Professor

Format for your Research Poster: Department of Clasics, The Usiversty o Teans af Ausin

Research & Methods Dalmatia and Moesin Spain and Gaul Conclusions

Inferior

STEM disciplines traditionally follow IMRaD format
(Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion)

Some potential humanities formats :

* Modified IMRaD: Introduction, Research & Methods,
Discussion/Topic Summary, and Conclusions

* Thematic: Group sections of your poster according to
sub-themes

* Narrative: Tell a story about your topic; particularly
useful for a specific event (i.e. World War Il)
Sample of a Classics poster, University of Texas at
e Questions and Answers: Summarize your main research Austin, Office of Undergraduate Research,
questions and how you answered them http://www.utexas.edu/ugs/our/poster/samples
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Software For Poster Design:

* Both proprietary and open source software can be used to make a research poster

e Microsoft Power Point is a popular software to use and MS Office suite can be downloaded for
free with a UMD ID and login through Terpware (http://terpware.umd.edu/)

» See additional resources section at end of presentation for other software programs and links
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Poster size and orientation: , g B2

Variants Customize

1.

For Undergraduate Research - # =i The Festival of St. John the Baptist in Renaissance Florence
Day dimensions Should be 36 X g by AU E Elizabeth Tobey, [PhD, Art History & Archaeology, University of Maryland (2005)]
]
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Design for the Venue and Presentation Style:

* Check with the conference organizers for any
requirements for poster size & orientation

e Undergraduate Research Day—Posters pinned to fabric
display panels; can also use adhesive Velcro dots

» (Other conferences may ask you to mount posters on
foam core board and display on standing or tabletop
easels)

* Most posters are oriented as landscape (horizontal),
although some people use portrait orientation (vertical)
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Layout for your Research Poster:

Thanks for reading my
poster. This is a summary

* Place logo, title of project, and your name at top of my research project
which | worked on this

e Can use two or three column format, or none at all summer as a Maryland
Summer Scholars project.

Justified text

* Most people read posters from left to right, top to bottom

e Text used in main body of poster should not exceed 800 words

* Avoid long, unbroken expanses of text; use phrases and bullet points

* Left-align your text blocks; justified text leaves awkward gaps Thanks for reading my
poster. This is a summary of
* Set a thin black border (1-2pt) around images; include captions my research project which |

worked on this summer as a
Maryland Summer Scholars
project.

* Whenever possible, align your text boxes and images

* Leave space for works cited and acknowledgments at bottom

Left-aligned text

Include your full name and contact information

M
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Font, Font Size, and Color

Remember, keep style elements consistent DON'T gecl-
Font and font size: C ARRIED

e Sans-serif font for headings (Arial, Helvetica, etc.)
» Serif fonts for text (more readable), Times New Roman, Palatino AWAY
* Avoid exotic fonts like Comic Sans
e Use no more than two font faces—don’t let your poster look like a
ransom note!

e Poster needs to be legible from 4 to 6 feet away

* Headings 36-54 pt.

* Text 24-36 pt.

e (Captions and data labels on charts and graphs 18-20pt F
Color: reab O n tS

* Avoid light text over dark background-wastes ink and hard-to-read
* Avoid red text on green or vice versa

Bard -1o-
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Finding Images for Your Poster:

When possible, use images in the public domain, without copyright
restrictions, or where you own the copyright

Copyright Law allows some “fair use” of copyrighted works for
educational purposes

ArtStor (art/architecture database available via UMD Libraries
Research Port with UMD login ( )

Museums such as the British Museum have images from collections
online for download

Libraries and archives have online digital collections

For more ideas and links, see “Further Resources” section at end of
this presentation

Horsemen from the West frieze of the
Parthenon, marble relief sculpture, Greek,
438-432 BCE, British Museum, London
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Technical Tips for Dealing with Images:

» |deally, images that are printed should have at least 300 dpi (dots-per-
inch) resolution

* Find/scan the highest resolution image possible. When scanning, save
image in TIFF format

* Use Adobe Photoshop to adjust resolution, resize, and crop images

e Screen-captures of webpages may be used in poster:

* Hit CTRL + PRINT SCREEN buttons simultaneously and paste into
graphics editor (Photoshop or MS Paint)

* Check to make sure that image does not become “pixelated” when
enlarged

Example of pixilation, from
“Pixilation” entry, Wikipedia.org
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What’s wrong with this poster?
Example of a bad poster layout
from Colin Purrington’s blog:

* Background image distracting

» Dark background wastes ink

 Title perspective annoying

* Logos too large

* Light text on dark background
hard to read

* Background color and sizes of
text boxes inconsistent

* Text boxes not aligned

e Too much text!

* Results presented in
sentences rather than charts

» Textin boxes is justified,
leaving awkward space

» Bad graphic of guinea pig

www.ugresearch.umd.edu


http://colinpurrington.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/bad-scientific-poster-example.jpg

aemave™ The Festival of St. John the Baptist in Renaissance Florence

www.umd.edu

Introduction

San Giovanni Battista, or Saint John the
Baptist, was adopted by the city of
Florence, Italy as its patron saint in the
thirteenth century. ar on the saint’s
day (June 24), & processions are
held in St. John's honor.

+ Festival once included horse race ( palio)
* Prize for race was a silk palio banner
* Florence is a renowned center for textiles

On the
money

St. John the Baptist
was a Christian
preacher & hermit

S P who baptized Jesus

A the tgese. 136 gt Aiies O Nazareth,

-+l Florence placed an

image of St. John the
Baptist on its florin,
or gold coin.

Research Sources

* Archivio di Stato (State Archives),
Florence, ltaly

* Biblioteca Nazionak: Centrale,
Florence

* Musco Nazionale del Bargello,
Florence

* Uffizi Gallery, Florence

Selected literature cited
Tamara Bocchenini and Paola Marsbelli, ods. Sopve
Deapperia... " Tipologie decorative ¢ techmiche

Race to the Finish
The finish of the St. John
palio race (right) in
Florence’s Piazza San Pier
Maggiore. Jockeys pilot
their horses (barberi)
towards the cart bearing
the prize palio banner.

Ity st vt om fighe: G Toncamd
” — wopers o e m

The Festival as a
Display of Wealth
During the late Middle Ages,
Florence emerged as a major
economic power in Europe in

¢ll as production of

luxury silk woven textiles,
Originating as a religious

on to the Baptistery on the
. the festival of St. John
became an opulent

annual spectacle in which the whole

participated,

City of Florence spent lavish
amounts annually on the
palio banner

Officials, guilds, and
confraternities constructed
floats for the procession
Culminating event—
traditional horse race with
winner receiving palio

In 1563, Grand Duke Cosimo
1 de’ Medici added a Roman-
style chariot race in Piazza
Santa Maria Novella

Landini, Roberta Orsi. Vellutl ¢ Moda tras XV ¢ XV secolo, Museo
Palds Pe. Milan: Skira Editore, 1999,
Paston, Pac ar i San Grovamni mella storia & Firerce.

| The Palio Cart

The palio banner was
transported on a special
horse-drawn cart or carro

(left). The banner’s luxury B ‘

lining (fodera) is
visible draped across the
cart’s edge,
g i el Cart o he P yore
M e L. Ovirs e

2 Narionsle. | lerence
et L Jerbo b Som oo

Presentmg trlbutes to the Baptistery

This 15%-century painting (above) shows citi.
banners) to the | 1"-century Bapti:

of the cathedral (left).

Acknowledgments

Posict template adapted fom Calin Puriagion blog

ns presenting palii (tribute
ry of San Giovanni (far left). The main palio Italian socicty valued
banner (awarded to the winner of the horse race) is depicted in front of the facade

Elizabeth Tobey, [PhD, Art History & Archaeology, University of Maryland (2005)]

The palio banner

The palio banner was displayed

on a cart bearing city officials at

the finish (left). The first horse

and rider to reach the palio was

declared the victor.

* Made from gold or red brocade
silk and velvet fabric

* Lined with a thousand fur pelts

* Embroidered

+ Expensive to produce

Woven gold
Silk fabric (left) was often
interwoven with gold threads.
In 1478, 220 gold flarins speat
on the palio (twice the cost of an
altarpiece!)
Banners recycled to make
lothing and altar cloths
Gold thread embroidery on
luxury fabrics (right) sometimes
commissioned from nuns at arca

convents
g (leh & eigher S0 velves, bulin, 198 ¢

Conclusions

* Festival of St. John the
Baptist was not only a
religious observance but
a display of civic wealth
High expenditures
recorded for festival ant
(palio banners, floats,
and costumes)

festival art as much as
painting, sculpture,
architecture

Further information

View and download a sample
humanities poster (thematic
format), “The Festival of St. John
the Baptist in Renaissance
Florence” by Elizabeth Tobey:

. (Power
Point)
. (PDF)

Template for this poster was
adapted from poster template
downloaded from

on poster design

uiinpy ; ) ated by Elizabeth Tobey (¢ 05t} in January 2015 as
an example of poster design for aryland Center for Undergraduste
Innages downloaded from AnStor (1 45 5) Rescarch (M R) at the University of Maryland
through the University of Maryland : . The content is Based upon Tobey's
unless otherwise noted. aticon, “The Palio in Nalsan Renaissance Art, Thought,
" (University of Maryland, 2005).

ituzione o spettacolo. Florence: Edizion) Polistamgpa, 1997,
Tim. Paloce and Morque: Hlamic Art from the Victoria and
Alberr Museum, Washington; National Gallery of Are. 2004,
in Remaissanee Florence

NY: Comell Paperbacks, 1996.

prodicione fionenting del Climquecento e Seic Florence: Maria
Cristina de Mostcmayor Editore, 1993

Chretien, Hewdi L. The Fesrival a Glovanmi: Imagery and Political
Power in Renaissance Florence. American University Studies IX.
Vol 138, New York: Peter Lang. 1994,
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http://www.ugresearch.umd.edu/documents/tobeypaliosample.ppt
http://www.ugresearch.umd.edu/documents/tobeypaliosample.pdf
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign

Saving and Exporting Your Poster PoverPeint Optons

General
. Proofing Save presentations
* Look at your poster at 100% resolution to - R
Save files in this format: PowerPoint‘Presentation EI
make sure there is no pixilation of images; Language @) Save AutoRecover information every 10 12| minutes
. . Advanced [¥] Keep the last autosaved version if I close without saving
0,
In PP-I-I go to VIeW>Zoom>1OO/O Customize Ribbon AutoRecover file location: F:\Users\etobey\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\PowerPoint\
ik Access Toamise [] Don't show the Backstage when opening or saving files
[¥] Show additional places for saving, even if sign-in may be required.
Add-Ins
e Be sure to spell-check your poster and have B Seciofompueryddad
. Trust Center Default local file location: C:\Users\etobey\Documents\
someone else proof it ' .
Offline editing options for document management server files
1 H . i S hecked-out files to:
* Embed your fonts in the file: go to : SeHEIUANEO0
© e server drafts location on this computer

N > . > > H o @ The Office Document Cache
Fl Ie Optl O n S Save E m bed fo nts l n t h e fl Ie Server drafts location: ;C:\Users\etobey\Documents\Sha@oint Drafts\

File merge options for shared document management server files

* Save your project as a PDF (Portable
Document Format) for pri nting—this Wi” ‘ Preserve fidelity when sharing this presentation: ﬂ:j poster-template-horizontal-l-purringt..tEI
preserve your Iayout ‘ [— Embed fonts in the file

©® Embed only the characters used in the presentation (best for reducing file size)

[] Show detailed merge changes when a merge occurs

) Embed all characters (best for editing by other people)

« Save for maximum print resolution (not
web resolution) L
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Printing your poster:
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Don’t leave printing to the last minute, especially during
crunch periods—print at least 5 days before the UG
Research Day

McKeldin Library, 2" floor, printer in Learning Commons,

The Engineering Copy Center in Glenn Martin Hall will also
print posters,
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http://www.lib.umd.edu/tlc
http://www.copycenter.umd.edu/

Prepare for the Poster Session:

» Write out and practice versions of a “poster talk” of various
lengths : i.e. a 30, 90 second, and 3 minute speech

* Dress in neat and clean clothing; does not need to be “interview”
clothing but you should be dressed more formally than what you
normally wear to class

* Wear comfortable shoes—you may be standing for a long time
without a break

* Bring a plastic bag to protect your poster in transport in case the Don't dress this casually—and remember
weather is bad—poster ink can streak in the rain a plastic bag for your poster!

’MARYLAND CENTER FOR UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH RSttt
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During the Poster Session: -

& Hyd

e :
(9 Mampulatmg the Properties of Guanosine Borat

» Speak clearly and at a moderate pace

e Maintain eye contact with your visitor

* Keep your language simple—don’t overwhelm your listener
with jargon

* Use your hand to direct your listener to your poster
* Do not wear sunglasses or chew gum

* Thank people for their interest and remember to smile!

Undergraduate Research Day 2014, photo courtesy Thai Nguyen
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Further Resources:

MCUR Creating a Research Poster page, http://www.ugresearch.umd.edu/current-
createresearchposter.html

See following slides for links to more research poster websites
and links to sources for images and software

R
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http://www.ugresearch.umd.edu/current-createresearchposter.html

Humanities Posters:

David Forrest, Presenting Conference Papers and Posters in the Humanities, Teaching, Learning, and Professional
Development Center, Texas Tech University,
http://www.tltc.ttu.edu/teach/TLTC%20Teaching%20Resources/PresentingConferencePapersAndPostersinTheHumanities.as

p
Stephanie Krom, “Poster Tips for Humanities Conference Posters,” May 13, 2014, Archives and Public History Digital,

http://aphdigital.org/2014/05/13/poster-tips-for-humanities-conference-posters/

Mark McDayter, “Design Tips for Creating an Arts and Humanities Poster,” February 21, 2013, Electronic Textuality and
Theory at Western, Western University, http://rgettatwestern.wordpress.com/2013/02/21/design-tips-for-creating-arts-and-

humanities-poster/

|
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http://www.tltc.ttu.edu/teach/TLTC Teaching Resources/PresentingConferencePapersAndPostersInTheHumanities.asp
http://aphdigital.org/2014/05/13/poster-tips-for-humanities-conference-posters/
http://rgettatwestern.wordpress.com/2013/02/21/design-tips-for-creating-arts-and-humanities-poster/

General Websites on Research Posters:

* Designing a Research Poster by Colin Purrington, http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design, includes
downloadable templates in PowerPoint, Open Office Draw

* Research Poster Samples, Office of Undergraduate Research, University of Texas at Austin,
http://www.utexas.edu/ugs/our/poster/samples

* Presentation by Tracy Volz (Rice University), April 11, 2012, National Library of Medicine Training
Center/National Network of Libraries of Medicine, handouts on Poster Checklist and Presenting vour
Poster available.

|
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http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design
http://www.utexas.edu/ugs/our/poster/samples
http://nnlm.gov/scr/training/presentations/poster_checklist.doc
http://nnlm.gov/scr/training/presentations/presenting_your_poster.doc

Downloading University of Maryland Logos

The University of Maryland at College Park has on its communications website a page where you may
download high-resolution official university logos. These are in EPS format (encapsulated post script), and
you will need a graphics editing software such as Adobe Illustrator to open and edit them:

The cloud version of the Adobe Creative Suite can be installed for free from Terpware
( ) using your UMD student ID.

'If.ﬁf“lfﬁmﬁ'ﬁmﬁ'; ENTER FOR UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH [l


http://www.brand.umd.edu/downloads.cfm
http://terpware.umd.edu/

Software:
Proprietary

e Microsoft (MS) PowerPoint a commonly-used software for poster design-some departments have
templates available with logo

e MS Publisher
* Adobe InDesign, part of Adobe Creative Suite

 Download MS Office & Adobe Creative Suite for free with UMD login at Terpware
(http://terpware.umd.edu/) — look under “Design and Production”

Free/Open Source:

» Apache Open Office Draw, https://www.openoffice.org/product/draw.html

|
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http://terpware.umd.edu/
https://www.openoffice.org/product/draw.html

More Resources: Finding Images for Your Poster:

* ArtStor (art/architecture database available via UMD Libraries Research
Port with UMD login ( )

* Museums (art, history, and anthropology collections)-here’s just a few:

* Smithsonian Institution, Collections Search Center

( ) searches across multiple collections
* National Gallery of Art,

e Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Collection Online,

* The British Museum Collections Online,

(http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/search.aspx ) Horsemen from the West frieze of the

. . . . .. Parthenon, marble relief sculpture, Greek,
sign up for free account and receive emails of high-resolution images for 438-432 BCE. British Museum. London
research and study

M
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http://www.lib.umd.edu/
http://collections.si.edu/search/
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/Collection/collection-search.html
http://www.metmuseum.org/collection/the-collection-online

LOC.GOv CONQRESS GOV COPYRIONWT GO

. 4 BE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
Finding Images for Your Poster, cont’d: T —————

Online libraries, archives, historical societies; many have
digitized archival materials online; look under “collections”
* Internet Archive ( )-many out-of-
copyright books as well as archival materials; many e R P FE e o e
institutions contribute

Digital Collections s.zsqr20e

* Creative Commons ( )—
online archive with images in the public domain or where
creator has given permission for others to use

* Library of Congress ( ) has
thousands of images in the public domain; browse its
digital collections

* National Archives DocsTeach online primary sources
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http://www.archive.org/
http://www.archive.org/
http://creativecommons.org/
http://www.loc.gov/collections/
http://docsteach.org/

